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International summer school based on 
previous teaching experience

Insights as typography teacher at UL ALUO:

• graphic design professional

• teaching typography for 15 years

• organizing, coordinating, attending and mentoring international 
summer schools since 1997

• connecting informal ways of study with institutional workframe



Internal application process

Meeting parameters with a proposal: 

• course structure

• learning outcomes and ECTS 

• date & timeframe

• international guest professor‘s confirmation

• draft budget



Planned deadlines by months 2020

March:
April:
May:
June:
July:
August:
later

draft course structure
detailed outline
copy & imagery ready for application call
collecting applications
closing application date & selecting participants
summer school 5 days
documentation and dissemination



Importance of intermediate deadlines

Organising summer school:

• the project grows gradually

• collaborators & stakeholders need response time

• extra time to adapt the main scenario in case of inconvinent events 



some hopes and some questions …  



Online switch

Unsure global pandemic situation:

• final decision on May 7

• forced to find usefull of collaborative online environment

• delay with application date announcement



Delay in application process

Missing the application posting DL for 3 weeks:

negative:

• weak bounce rate at social media

• low number of participants until expected end of the call

positive:

• extending the application deadlines until 30 July 





Jump start

20–24 August;
Online International Summer School UL ALUO Type Design

• 3 days intensive work (Thu, Fri, Sat)

• 1 day related content (Sun)

• 1 day intensive work (Mon)



The crew

Intensive five day online typeface design course was supported with 
lectures, demonstrations and type references by:

• professor Gerry Leonidas (Univeristy of Reading)

• professor Domen Fras (Univeristy of Ljubljana)

• asistant Alja Herlah (TipoBrda)

• asistant Krista Likar (TipoBrda)



The 
schedule



The 
schedule

presentations

online

offline+live 
stream



Digital environment

Applications and tools

• Blackboard Collaborate (VC tool)

• Webex (public lectures)

• Glyphs, Fontlab (Font-editors)



The brief

What is the context of the type I am designing?

• understanding type genres

• conceptualise typefaces and plan typeface families

• methodologies for style consistency

• systematic development across styles and optical sizes

• workable fonts that can be used to typeset test documents

• understand how to position typefaces for specific markets

• originality and identity within realistic briefs.









Analogue environment

The concept of a type walk uncovers a very important skill which is 
decisive for a typographic education.

• How to observe the type?

• How to understand what you are looking at?





Jaka
Mateja

Klemen Tristan

Barbara



Learning outcomes

• understand the genre

• sketch the letters

• vectorize the artwork

• iterate the designs

• space the glyphs

• test the font and expand the type family

• contextual self evaluation



Social media

ALUO and TipoBrda channels for 
targeting the audience before, 
during and after the workshop

• Instagram

• Facebook



The results

• decisive steps

• quality before quantity

• comparable layouts 

• convinient format for different media

• instant presentation











Wrap up

• team work is essential for successful results

• handy group of 12 participants

• importance of learning in different cultural environments

• outstanding number of participants at some online lectures (267)

• one of rare events in the field this year put ALUO on the map

• very intensive, therefore very fruitful course

• possible continuation



Thank you

@dmnfrs



Discussion
Questions and answers


